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Formatting Text 

with

CSS



Typography

FONT PROPERTY

Property 

Name
Definition Values

font-family
Indicates the typeface.

Syntax:  font-family:Arial
Any typeface

font-style

Indicates if text is written 

in italics, oblique or 

normally

Syntax:  font-style:italic

Italic, oblique, 

normal



Typography

FONT PROPERTY

Property 

Name
Definition Values

font-weight

Indicates the thickness of the 

characters.

Syntax:  font-style:bold ,    

font-style:200

Normal, bold, bolder, lighter, 

any number from 100-900 

(100 is the thinnest)

font-size

Indicates the size of the text.

Syntax:  font-size:12px,

font-size:12pt, 

font-size:50%,

font-size:medium

Normal, xx-small, x-small, 

small, medium, large, x-large, 

xx-large, any number 

followed by px (size in pixels), 

pt (size in points), or % 

(expressed as percent)



Typography

FONT PROPERTY

Property 

Name
Definition Values

font-variant
Used to do small-caps

Syntax:  font-variant:normal,

font-variant:small-caps

Normal, small-caps

With text properties, we can indicate

alignment, decoration, indention, case and

line spacing.



Typography

TEXT PROPERTY

Property 

Name
Definition Values

text-align
Indicates the alignment.

Syntax:  text-align:justify

left, right, center, 

justify

text-

decoration

Indicates the decoration 

applied.

Syntax:  text-

decoration:underline

None, underline, 

overline, line-

through, blink, 

sub, super, etc
(search the net for other 

values)



Typography

TEXT PROPERTY

Property 

Name
Definition Values

text-

transform

Indicates the case of the text.

Syntax:  text-

transform:lowercase

none, capitalize, 

uppercase, lowercase

line-height

Indicates the spacing taken 

up by each line.

Syntax:  line-height:11px, 

line-height:2pt

Normal, any number 

followed by px 

(pixels), pt (points) or 

% (percent)



Typography

TEXT PROPERTY

Property 

Name
Definition Values

text-indent

Indents the first line of each 

paragraph.

Syntax:  text-indent:25px, 

text-indent:5%

length, percentage

It is a good practice to specify more than one font family on

your web site code, so that if the web browser does not

support that font, it will proceed to select the next font in

line.



Typography

A generic font such as Sans-serif (commonly used

for web sites since it is easier to read ex. Arial) or

serif ( traditional fonts such as Times Roman)

maybe specified at the end of the list to ensure

that if the indicated font is not available, it will

just use the available generic font in the browser.

If you do not specify any font family, the browser

will use the default font - Times New Roman (serif).
Default font size – 16



CSS STYLES

Style Example Function

font-weight font-weight:bold
Changes the font 

style to bold.

font-style font-style:italic
Changes the font 

style to italics.

font-family font-family:serif
Specifies which 

typeface to use.

font-size font-size:70%
Specifies the font 

size.

color color:green
Specifies the text 

color.



CSS STYLES

Style Example Function

font-variant font-variant:small-caps Transforms the text.

letter-

spacing
letter-spacing:-2px

Changes the spacing 

between letters.

word-

spacing
word-spacing:10px

Changes the spacing 

between words.

line-height line-height:1.50
Changes the height between 

lines.

text-align text-align:center
Specifies the alignment of a 

block of text.















CSS LIST PROPERTIES

Style Definition

list-style-type
Indicates the type of bullet.

Ex.  list-style-type:lower-alpha

list-style-image
Indicates the image to be used as bullet.

Ex.  list-style-image:url(thisimage.jpg)

list-style-position
Indicates the position of the marker.

Ex.  list-style-position:outside

line-style
Shorthand notation for all the properties for 

lists.

Ex.  list-style:inside decimal



The list-style-image property is used to set an

image as a bullet for the list.

The list-style-type property then sets what type of

bullet to be used depending on the value keyed in:

• disc – round bullets

• circle – circular bullets

• square – square bullets

• decimal – regular numbering (1,2,3,4,etc.)

• decimal-leading-zero – for regular numbering

with leading zeroes (01,02,03,04, etc.)



• lower-roman – for lowercase Roman numeral

• upper-roman – for uppercase Roman numeral

• lower-alpha – lowercase alphabet

• upper-alpha – uppercase alphabet



Pseudo-Elements

Pseudo-elements allow us to format a specific part

of or several parts of HTML elements. In this part,

we will apply design using CSS properties on the

first letters and first lines of text.

Pseudo-elements are defined the same way

pseudo-classes are defined.



CSS PSEUDO-ELEMENTS

Selector Example Function

:link a:link Selects all unvisited links.

:visited a:visited Selects all visited links.

:active a:active Selects the active link.

:hover a:hover Selects links on mouse over.

:focus input:focus
Selects the input element 

which has focus.

:first-letter p:first-letter
Selects the first letter of 

every <p> element



CSS PSEUDO-ELEMENTS

Selector Example Function

:first-line p:first-line
Selects the first line of every 

<p> element

:before p:before
Inserts content before every 

<p> element.

:after p:after
Inserts content after every 

<p> element.

Texts have the pseudo-element first-letter which allows you

to design only the first letter of the whole chunk of text.

Another one is the first-line which allows you to design

only the first line of the whole chuck of text.


